
 

 

The Association is organized for charitable, educational and social purposes; for promotion of the German 
heritage, language and culture in a friendly, social environment. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear GACA members and friends, 
 
Hope everyone is doing well. I can’t believe it is 
March already, however I am looking forward to 
spring and warmer weather. We had wonderful 
feedback for our Christmas coffee, we got to 
see old friends, there was singing and much 
camaraderie. We are planning our next get 
together on Saturday, March 25th, 2023. (See 
flyer) 
We will have games and snacks and will 
celebrate first quarter birthdays. Hope you can 
make it. Looking ahead, we are planning a 
summer picnic for members only, so if you 
haven’t renewed your membership, don’t forget, 
so you won’t miss out on the fun. We are hoping 
to have an event each quarter this year. The 
Ethnic Diplomatic Ball is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 22, 2023 with Italy and Ireland 
as the host countries. As always, we are looking 
for your input and involvement in our club. 
Please contact any board member for more 
information. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Jo Miller 
2nd Vice President 
 

Welcome to our new Members 
Herzlich willkommen 

zu unseren neuen Mitgliedern 
 

Gary and Ann Marie Puck of Liberty, MO 
Caroline Brutscher of Belton, MO 

 
Board Meetings 

GACA Board Members will meet via Zoom 
Meeting monthly or as needed.  We usually 
meet on the 2nd Monday of each month.  
Next meeting is scheduled for April 24. 

Gute Besserung 
 (Get Well Soon) 

We want to send our best wishes and get 
well to: 

 
John Driscoll 
Elfriede Jass 
David Miller 

Mary Jo Miller 
Jodie Van Meter  

 

IN OUR THOUGHTS  

 
 Unser Tiefes Mitgefühl  

(Our Deepest Sympathy) 
 

To the family of Sigrid Koop long time member 
who passed away.  She has been a member 
since 1966. 
 
To the family of Heidi, the daughter of Bill and 
Trudy Wason. They used to live in Belton and 
he even served as president some time back.  
Heidi passed away following surgery. She was 
60 years old.  
 
To the family of Luisa Preuss.  She passed 
away early Thursday morning (8/4/22). She 
has been a member of GACA since 1993. 
  
To the family of Edward Eugene White.  He 
passed away January 31, 2023.  He was a 
member in 1985. 
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GACA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 25 Game Day/Birthday 2:00-4:00 pm 
1st Lutheran Church 

 
June 11 Membership Picnic Potluck 

Watch for details 
 

Be sure to check periodically our new GACA 
website (www.gacaofkc.org) in the Calendar 
section for any upcoming events, especially 
the Germania German dinners they have 
been holding monthly. 

 

Alles Gute zum Geburtstag 
Happy Birthday 

 
Anita Driscoll 1/27 
Karen Franke 2-24 
Elfriede Jass 3-15 

Karola Luckett 1-26 
Larry Lauen 3-29 

Jim Miller 3-13 
Ute Randolph 2-27 

 

Germania Dinner Dates 
 

Mar 19 - Reuben sandwiches 
April 16 - Beef Stroganoff 
May 21 - menu TBD 
Jun 11 - menu TBD 

  

Ethnic Enrichment Commission  
Submitted by Cindy Pearson  

 
Apr 22, 2023 Ethnic Enrichment Commission 
Diplomatic Ball at Sheraton  (Crown Center) 

See the enclosed flyer of this event 
 

August 18, 19, 20 Ethnic Enrichment Festival 
 

Cindy Pearson at 913-262-2291 or Rosemarie 
Hedrick at 913-722-5308. 

 

Membership Renewal 
 

The Board and members decided at the last 
General Membership meeting that those who 
paid their membership dues for 2020, 2021, or 
2022 will automatically be renewed for 2023.  If 

you are uncertain of your current membership, 
please email or contact Larry Lauen. 
Membership is $25 for single member, $30 
for family. 
 
Please make check to “GACA” and send 

check to Larry Lauen 
1351 So Church St, 
Olathe, KS 66062 

 
Website and FaceBook 

website www.GACAofKC.org 
 

Please continue to view our website, especially 
the Calendar section to view any German 
events that are being scheduled.  We usually 
send out emails to all our members that  have 
email addresses of up-coming events.  For 
those who have not provided us with your email 
addresses, please check our website for 
upcoming events. 
 
And our Facebook is “German Klub of KC”.  
There you will find news and calendar events 
for the year as they are planned and 
announced.  
 
Send all info for the Newsletter by April 
15th to 
 Jennifer McKee jenmckee1@icloud.com 
 
Newsletters will be quarterly until further 
notice. 
 
If you want to keep up your German 
language, you are welcome to attend the 
following meetings: 
 

Stammtisch @ KC Bier Co 
and 

German Conversation Meeting 
 

The KC Germany Meet Up meets at Kansas 
City Bier Company 1st Tuesday each month 
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM (79th & Main, KCMO). 
And at Affäre (19th & Main, KCMO) every 3rd 
Thursday of the month, also from 6:00 - 8:00 
PM. If somebody wants to sign up (it's free), 
check  
www.meetup.com/kcgerman-group 
 
For more information, contact 
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Toby von der Heyde, 913.271.3180 
tobyvonderheyde@gmail.com 

 

Other German Groups 
 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Liederkranz Singers 

 

Events around KC 
 

KC Bier  
3:00-5:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays 
Polka and Jazz with Bram Wijnands 

Free and family friendly 
 

Camelot Ballroom 
Sunday Dance from 2-4 PM cost $7 
Lesson prior at 1:00 total cost $10 

Potluck Dance once a month with band from 
2-5 pm Cost $10 and bring a snack to share 

 
Peculiar Winery Vendor Fairs 12-5 pm 

April 15 
May 20 
June 17 

 
Somerset Ridge Winery 

Saturdays Jayson Kayne 1-4 pm 
Sundays Music 1-4 pm 
___________________  

 

 
Personal stories from Our Members 
This month and subsequent newsletters, we will add 
personal history or letters from our members and past 
members. For each newsletter, we will solicit 
information from some of you for stories like what 
circumstances brought you to United States, or 
experiences growing up in Germany or Europe.  Even 
some of you have served in Germany as a US 
Servicemen. 
 
Toby Von der Heyde has shared this link to a 
podcast of his daughter Arielle.   
From Kansas to Germany 
https://podcast.leuphana.de/arielle-my-way-
from-kansas-to-germany-2/ 

 

 
 
 

A note from our members 
 
Several GACA members attended the Hanover 
Big Band jazz orchestra at the KC Bier 
Company on October 17th. Lothar Krist, the 
director, shared the history of the band and the 
lively music was enjoyed by all in attendance. I 
have never seen the Bier hall so packed. It was 
a performance not to be missed. 
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Letter from your 1st VP and editor 
 
I will take this opportunity to provide a little 
information about myself for those that do not 
know me.  I grew up in Wichita, KS and 
moved to the KC area in 1990 when my 
husband took a job with Marion Labs.  We 
have 3 children and 7 grandchildren. 
 
I refer to my mother as one of those who did 
not claim her heritage because of the 
timeframe she was born.  Her parents 
brought the German heritage to my life. Their 
grandparents had come to the US in the late 
1800’s from Prussia (now the Ukraine).  I was 
fascinated that my grandparents spoke 
another language and was told they spoke 
Dutch.  I decided to take German in High 
School and learned that Deutsch was the 
German word for their language.  And thus 
began further adventures into the realm of 
the language, culture, and cuisine.   
 
The family recipes that I grew up with are 
more typical of a Mennonite background 
though mother spoke of things they ate that I 
never remember my grandmother making.  
My favorites were zwiebach, porzelchen, and 
pfeffernüsse.  We also ate spareribs with 
potatoes and sauerkraut which was not 
necessarily a favorite of mine and not 
something I am sure was a German recipe! 
 
When my oldest son started high school, I 
was thrilled that he decided to take German.  
His siblings followed his footsteps.  It was at 
this time that I remembered there was a 
dance group in the KC area and I sought 
them out.  Interestingly enough our first 
encounter with them ended up being at an 
Oktoberfest in Wichita. Thus we came to be 
GACA members through our affiliation with 
Blautaler.  Mel Miller thought I would be an 
asset to the board after our infamous trip to 
Germany in 2005, so in 2006 I replaced Anni 
Bargen as long time treasurer and began my 
adventures with TG!  
 
After all the hoopla with COVID the past few 
years, it is time to reclaim my love of all 
things German and perhaps become 

conversational in the language.  Mel always 
told me I just needed to drink bier but the 
problem is I really do not like bier! 
 
As the editor, I would welcome your input 
and stories.  Please feel free to give me 
some feedback or share your info via e-mail 
or by phone or even regular mail.  Our 
address is 14525 S. Glen Eyrie Olathe, KS  
66061.  Please send me your birthday if you 
would like to be included in the quarterly 
birthday list. 
 
 I have included some events around KC in 
this newsletter in the hopes that perhaps 
some of you would find these to be fun 
outings and we could get a group together. A 
few of us ventured to Peculiar Winery in 
February and had a great time.  I heard they 
had a fun Oktoberfest event last year. Not 
sure the best way to organize this, since not 
everyone has email or texts. Thinking maybe 
a good old fashion phone tree might be the 
best way. 
 
Please send any of your favorite German 
recipes to include in the newsletter.  For 
years, I have thought it would be fun for 
everyone to make their potato salad, share 
the recipe and have everyone vote for their 
favorite so we could have recipes to use that 
everyone enjoyed. The potato salad my 
mother made was much like her mother 
made and I would say was American style 
with mustard, mayo, boiled eggs and pickles.  
I do have a recipe for what I refer to as Hot  
German Potato Salad but that came about 
from searching and combining recipes. I still 
want to learn how to make rouladen if 
anyone would like to teach me!  I have the 
ingredient list from Elli Keenan but no 
instructions! 
 
 I have been diligently searching for a more 
central location where we can have our 
events.  Larry Lauen found a place to try for 
our March event. My home is always 
available for those of you that are willing to 
make the trek to my neck of the woods! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jen McKee 
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Holidays in Germany 
 

So many things to celebrate! Easter will be 
here before you know it.   
Do you have favorite remembrances or 
things you would like to share about holidays 
and celebrations?  Please send them so we 
can include them in our next newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fun Facts 

 
Have you heard of a Biewer terrier or Biewer 
yorkie?  A+ to those of you that know the 
pronounciation is like the English word 
beaver!  Just a fun little breed that came 
about in Germany from a family by that name 
when they were able to use a recessive 
piebald gene to create this breed.  The 
coloring of these little guys is basically white 
with tan and black (or blue) instead of the 
traditional Yorkshire coloring of tan and 
black. 
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GAME DAY! GAME DAY! 
AND BIRTHDAY TOO! 

 

Reserve the date! 

March 25, 2023 

2:00-4:00 pm 

1st Lutheran Church 

Fellowship Hall

6400 State Line 

Mission Hills, KS 
(see directions below)* 

Come join GACA for a game day and to celebrate 1st quarter 
member birthdays.  Cake will be provided by GACA along 
with non-alcoholic beverages. Bring a snack to share and 

your own alcoholic beverage if you desire. 

RSVP Jen McKee by March 20 913-780-6736  

or  jenmckee@juno.com 

 

*For those from Grandview/Belton take Ward Parkway to 
63rd St West 1 block 

*For those from Shawnee, take 63rd St East about 6 miles. 

For those from Olathe, take I-35 to 63rd 



Page 7 of 8 

 
  



Page 8 of 8 

 

 

 
 

GACA Officers and Directors 
Officers 

President 
Patté Klaus Schreihofer   816-560-6666 

pklausschreihofer@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President 

Jennifer McKee jenmckee1@icloud.com 913-780-6736 
2nd Vice President 

Mary Jo Miller millers@kc.rr.com  816-331-4937  
Recording Secretary 

Lynn Fleming Flem938@aol.com  816-779-6983 
Treasurer 

Larry Lauen lauenld@aol.com  913-620-8059 
Membership Secretary 

Larry Lauen lauenld@aol.com  913-620-8059 
Directors 

Elfriede Jass HEJass13@comcast.net 816-358-4056 
Ernie Franke Ekf3541@sbcglobal.com  816-331-1840 
Bryon McKee Bdmckee80@gmail.com 913-780-6736 
Ed Fleming Flem938@aol.com    816-779-6983 
David Miller dmiller66@kc.rr.com  816-331-4937 
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GACA Committees 

Decorating  Open  
Historian  Open 
Sergeant-At-Arms Open  
Sick & Visitation Ute Randolph 816-765-2938 
Newsletter  Jennifer McKee 913-780-6736 
Communication Larry Lauen 913-620-8059 
GACA Web-site Larry Lauen 913-620-8059 

GACA LADIES AUXILIARY 
Chair  Helga Theoharis 913-894-0080 
Secretary  Rosemarie Hedrick 913-722-5308 
Treasurer   Ute Randolph 816-765-2938 

ETHNIC ENRICHMENT COMMISSION 
Commissioners 

Cindy Pearson   913-262-2291 
Rosemarie Hedrick   913-722-5308 

SISTER CITY RELATIONS 
Hannover Chair 

Traute Kohler   913-262-1183 
 


