
 

 

Associations are organized for charitable, educational and social purposes; for promotion of the German 
heritage, language and culture in a friendly, social environment. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear GACA members and friends, 
 
So many things have been happening since 
our last newsletter.  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year’s, then the virus 
started up again only for us to be on our 
guard once more. Now it seems to be 
waning, hopefully the situation will 
continue to improve. The board has 
continued zoom meetings however we did 
meet in December when we awarded three 
Lifetime GACA memberships.  
The first one went to Mel Miller who served 
as President for several years. He promoted 
the club everywhere he went. David and I 
joined after meeting him. He was also very 
active for years in the Blautaler dance group 
who always entertain us with their 
performances.  
The second award went to Elfriede Jass for 
her many years of service to the club. She 
directed the Liederkranz singers for many 
years, going to Cole Camp Sangerfest each 
June, and the North American Sangerfest 
held every three years. This event usually 
drew a thousand singers or more with each 
club singing and then the whole group 
joined and performed two songs together. 
The one David and I attended was held in 
San Antonio, Texas, and was great fun and 
lots of camaraderie. Imagine a bus ride full 
of harmonica playing and non-stop singing. 
Elfriede, along with her husband, Henry, 
were quite involved in every facet of the 
club. 
The third award went to Lynn Fleming, 
board secretary for 25 years.  She could 

always be counted on to help where needed 
and was quite involved in Friday night 
dinners and all of our events. She is quite 
the expert in schnitzel preparation.  
Our heartfelt thanks go out to these 
members for their many years of service to 
GACA. 
We look forward to spring and warmer 
weather so we can gather again safely. 
Hopefully everyone is staying warm and 
healthy. Please contact any board member 
with any concerns or suggestions you may 
have. We always welcome your input. 
 
Respectfully, 
Mary Jo Miller 
1st Vice President 
 

Board’s MESSAGE 

For this edition for February and possible 
future editions from the GACA, we will be 
sending newsletters to both the current 
members and the past members since 2016.  
We hope that you will reconsider joining our 
club to receive our newsletter and 
announcements of our events.  

 
 
 

Board Meetings 
GACA Board Members will meet via Zoom 
Meeting upon assignments or as needed.  
We usually meet on the 2nd Monday of each 
month.   
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IN OUR THOUGHTS  

 
 Unser Tiefes Mitgefühl  

(Our Deepest Sympathy) 
 

To the family of Arthur Rash, he has been a 
member of GACA since 1984.   
 
To the family of Erika Hafenrichter, she died 
in May of 2021.  She is one of the founding 
members of GACA since 1956.  
 
To the family of Gertrud Brown who passed 
away in January of 2022.  She has been a 
member of GACA since 1967.  She served 
on the board for many years. 
 
To the family of Henry Rudolph who passed 
away shortly before Christmas.  He is the 
father of Cindy Pearson of Shawnee. 
 
To the family of Margaret Bozich who passed 
away in July of 2021. 
 
 

Gute Besserung (Get Well Soon) 
We want to send our best wishes and get 

well to: 
 

Melvin Miller (now living in Nursing home) 
Elfriede Jass 

Roswitha Gregg 
Mary Jo Miller 
David Miller 

 
 

Welcome to our new Members 
Herzlich willkommen 

zu unseren neuen Mitgliedern 
Christina & Larry Staab of Lee’s Summit 
Kathy Feist of Kansas City MO 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Apr 30 2022 Ethnic Enrichment Commission 
Diplomatic Ball at Sheraton Kansas 
City Hotel. 

 
Be sure to check periodically our new GACA 
website (www.gacaofkc.org) in the Calendar 
section of any upcoming events, especially the 
Germania German dinners they have been holding 
monthly. 
 

Ethnic Enrichment Commission  
Submitted by Cindy Pearson 

 
The 2022 Ethnic Enrichment Commission 
Diplomatic Ball will be held Saturday, 
4/30/2022 at the Sheraton Kansas City 
Hotel at Crown Center. The Hosting 
Countries are England, Scotland and Wales. 
 
Please RSVP by 3/7/2022 if you want to sit at 
the German table, otherwise RSVP by 3/28.  
Ticket is $80 per person. RSVP by contacting 
Cindy Pearson at 913-262-2291 or 
Rosemarie Hedrick at 913-722-5308. 
See the enclosed poster of this event. 
2022 Ethnic Enrichment Commission Diplomatic 
Ball - German American Citizens Association of 
Kansas City (gacaofkc.org) 
 

 
 
 

Membership Renewal 
Note: For those who have paid for 2020 and 2021 will 
automatically be renewed for 2022.  For those who 
pays now will be renewing for 2022. 
 
We hope that you will renew your membership so we 
can keep you informed of the activities within GACA 
and other German clubs.  To renew your membership 
is to continue to receive the GACA monthly newsletter.  
Membership is $25 for single member, $30 for family.  
 
Please make check to “GACA” and send check to 

Larry Lauen 
1351 So Church St, 
Olathe, KS 66062. 
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Missing Addresses 
We have loss the addresses of our members and 
wondering if any of you know the whereabout their 
new addresses: 

 John & Veronica Fred of Belton MO 
 Helen Hathorn of Independence MO 
 Frieda Kossyk of Roeland Park KS 
 Maria Ratuszynski of Kansas City KS 
 Erika Schmidt of Paola, KS 

 
 
 
 

Website and FaceBook 
Please visit our new website for it has be re-novated 

www.GACAofKC.org. 
 
And our Facebook is “German Klub of KC”.  
There you will find news and calendar events for the 
year as they are planned and announced.  
 
As always, send all info for the Newsletter to Larry 
Lauen lauenld@aol.com.   
 
 
If you want to keep up your German language, you are 
welcome to attend the following meetings: 

Stammtisch @ KC Bier Co 
and 

German Conversation Meeting 
 

The KC Germany Meet Up right now meets 1st 
Tuesday of the month at Kansas City Bier Company. 
310 W 79th, KCMO (off 79th & Wornall).  Starts at 6 
pm.  The other meeting meets on 3rd Tuesday of the 
month.  Check the following website for time & place. 
 
Website for becoming a member, $5/year, to have 
access to calendar with all events 
www.meetup.com/kcgerman-group 
For more information, contact 

Toby von der Heyde, 913.271.3180 
tobyvonderheyde@gmail.com 

 

A note from our members. 
 
Mel Miller had asked me to put an appreciation note 
for him. 
 
“He really enjoyed the dinner that he was invited to 
and to receive his lifetime membership award and the 
GACA cup.  He really misses the association with the 
GACA members and he enjoyed seeing and visiting 
with the board members who attended the dinner.  He 
wishes all the best for the future of GACA and to have 
many more German events to keep up the German 
heritage.” Melvin P Miller. 

 
 
 
 

___________________  
 

____________________ 
 
 

 

 
 

________________________________________ 
 

Remember Emile’s on the Plaza 
 

 

 A note from Doris Ganser:  Remember 
about our long-time happy hangout at 
Emile's on the Plaza, which many of us still 
miss. Thought she would give us an article 
that she wrote about the place and to share it 
in this newsletter. The translation Doris did 
was for Regina's mother in Berlin and at the 
time of the letter, it is so old that it is still on 
the first Transimpex letterhead without the 
end of the T on the logo. 
 
See enclosed article about Emile written in 
the German language. 
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Personal stories from Our Members 
This month and subsequent newsletters, we will add 
personal history or letters from our members and past 
members. For each newsletter, we will solicit 
information from some of you for stories like what 
circumstances brought you to Unites States, or 
experiences growing up in Germany or Europe.  Even 
some of you have served in Germany as a US 
Servicemen. 
 
For this newsletter, upon request from members, they 
want us to re-issue the story by A. Vonderheyde is the 
daughter of Toby Vonderheyde to give our young 
members delightful experiences of other young 
members. 
 

 
Dear GACA members;   
 
I wanted to share the recent exploits of my 
daughter older Arielle to brighten your day a 
little.  Arielle was born in 2000, and in the 
early part of her youth she was a family 
member of GACA.  
 
We always enjoyed the exercise classes 
offered by the Turners, the German dinners, 
dances, Maifest and Christmas parties.   
 
Arielle and her sister Tegan participated in 
German classes at the Lawrence Saturday 
School for several years.  
 
As the years went on, we joined the 
Shawnee German-American Club & later 
Germania.  Arielle always helped with the 
Shawnee Oktoberfest. She met many of you 
at the Ethnic Enrichment Festival working the 
booth. 
 
As she entered high school at Olathe South, 
she studied German till graduation and was 
inducted into the German Honors Society. 
Her German teacher encouraged his 
students to apply for scholarships in the 
Congress-Bundestag Youth exchange 

(CBYX). Arielle was awarded a stipend and 
spent a year in Aschaffenburg. She lived with 
a host family and attended an all-girls 
Catholic High School. During her exchange, 
Arielle had the opportunity to spend time with 
all of her German family.  She also visited the 
Bundestag in Berlin and met the 
Bundespresident and members of 
parliament. Later during a vacation in  
 
Germany Arielle toured several university 
campuses with her Oma. 
 
After high school Arielle spent 2 years at 
JCCC and earned two associate degrees. 
She continued German at JCCC. During that 
time, we also applied for both girls to have 
German citizenship, so now they have dual. 
 
As Arielle spent the 2 years at JCCC, she 
started entertaining the notion of earning a 
college degree in Germany.  She applied for 
the fall semester 2020 at 5 different German 
universities.  She received 4 acceptance 
letters and decided on Leuphana University 
in Lueneburg, Lower Saxony. Lueneburg is 
close to Hannover where a large part of our 
German family lives.  
 
Arielle lives in a dorm in an apartment with 6 
students. She has become involved in 
student life already and was elected the vice 
president of the int'l student society. 
 
We are so pleased that all the early 
experiences have helped set her on the path 
that she is on. I am sure she will do great, 
whatever she does.   
 
Toby Von Der Heyde 
 
 
 

 
Leuphana University in Lueneburg 
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Flag History 
North Rhine-Westphalia 

Or 
Nordrhein-Westfalen 

 

 
North Rhine-Westphalia commonly shortened 
to NRW (German: is a German state (Land) 
in Western Germany. With more than 17.9 million 
inhabitants, it is the most populous state of Germany. 
Covering an area of 34,084 square kilometers 
(13,160 sq mi), it is the fourth-largest German state by 
size. Apart from the city-states, it is also the most 
densely populated state in Germany. 

North Rhine-Westphalia features 30 of the 81 German 
municipalities with over 100,000 inhabitants, 
including Cologne (over 1 million), the state 
capital Düsseldorf, Dortmund and Essen (all about 
600,000 inhabitants) and other cities predominantly 
located in the Rhine-Ruhr metropolitan area, the 
largest urban area in Germany and the fourth-largest 
on the European continent. The location of the Rhine-
Ruhr at the heart of the European Blue Banana makes 
it well connected to other major European cities and 
metropolitan areas like the Randstad, the Flemish 
Diamond and the Frankfurt Rhine-Main Region. 

North Rhine-Westphalia was established in 1946 
after World War II from the Prussian provinces 
of Westphalia and the northern part of Rhine 
Province (North Rhine), and the Free State of Lippe by 
the British military administration in Allied-occupied 
Germany and became a state of the Federal Republic 
of Germany in 1949. The city of Bonn served as the 
federal capital until the reunification of Germany in 
1990 and as the seat of government until 1999. 

Culturally, North Rhine-Westphalia is not a uniform 
area; there are significant differences, especially in 
traditional customs, between the Rhineland region on 
the one hand and the regions of Westphalia and Lippe 
on the other. As of 2019, the state has the largest 
economy among German states by GDP but is below 
the national average in GDP per capita. 

Historical Background.  The Province of Westphalia 
(German: Provinz Westfalen) was a province of the 
Kingdom of Prussia and eventually the Free State of 
Prussia from 1815 to 1946. Following the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815, Prussia received several territories in 
the Westphalian region and created the Province of 
Westphalia. 
 
Famous people from North Rhine-
Westphalia include (chronologically): the composer 
Ludwig van Beethoven, the poet Heinrich Heine, the 
industrialist Alfred Krupp, the social scientist and 
political theorist Friedrich Engels, the physicist 
Wilhelm Röntgen, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, 
Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, the F1 driver Michael 
Schumacher, the model Claudia Schiffer, and the 
model and actress Heidi Klum. 
 
Famous people from North Rhine-
Westphalia include (chronologically): the composer 
Ludwig van Beethoven, the poet Heinrich Heine, the 
industrialist Alfred Krupp, the social scientist and 
political theorist Friedrich Engels, the physicist 
Wilhelm Röntgen, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, 
Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, the F1 driver Michael 
Schumacher, the model Claudia Schiffer, and the 
model and actress Heidi Klum. 
 

 Rhineland 

The first written account of the area was by its 

conqueror, Julius Caesar, the territories west 

of the Rhine were occupied by the Eburones 

and east of the Rhine he reported the Ubii 

(across from Cologne) and the Sugambri to 

their north. The Ubii and some other 

Germanic tribes such as the Cugerni were 

later settle… 

 Westphalia 

Around AD 1, numerous incursions occurred 

through Westphalia and perhaps even some 

permanent Roman or Romanized settlements. 

The Battle of Teutoburg Forest took place 

near Osnabrück and some of the Germanic 

tribes who fought at this battle came from the 

area of Westphalia.  
 
 

 
People in square of Cologne 



 Formal or Ethnic Attire                                      $80.00 per person

Please RSVP (ASAP) if you want to sit at the German table, 
otherwise you can RSVP by March 28 and still get a ticket and get in.

Contact Cindy Pearson at 913-262-2291 or Rosemarie Hedrick at 913-722-5308

Mayor Quinton Lucas and the Ethnic Enrichment Commission 
cordially invite you to attend

The 2022 Diplomatic Ball
Saturday, April 30, 2022

Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown Center
Sheraton Grand Ballroom

2345 McGee Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64108

“A Celtic Fling”
Hosted by England, Scotland and Wales

SCHEDULE FOR THE EVENING:
5:30 p.m. Cash Bar  •  6:30 p.m. Seating & Grand Entry

7:00 p.m. Single Entrée Dinner featuring an 8 oz portion of
Salmon with Creamy Chardonnay Sauce or Beef Short Ribs in Red Wine Sauce

Cultural Entertainment: Host Countries
Ballroom Dancing: Platinum Express

RSVP By Monday, March 28 2022                                                     $80.00 per person
Formal or Ethnic Attire                                              Return enclosed card with Payment
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GACA Officers and Directors 
Officers 

President 
Patté Klaus Schreihofer   816-560-6666 

pklausschreihofer@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President 

Mary Jo Miller millers@kc.rr.com  816-331-4937  
Recording Secretary 

Lynn Fleming Flem938@aol.com  816-779-6983 
Treasurer 

Larry Lauen lauenld@aol.com  913-620-8059 
Membership Secretary 

Larry Lauen lauenld@aol.com  913-620-8059 
Directors 

Elfriede Jass HEJass13@comcast.net 816-358-4056 
Ernie Franke Ekf3541@sbcglobal.com  816-331-1840 
OPEN  
Ed Fleming Flem938@aol.com    816-779-6983 
David Miller dmiller66@kc.rr.com  816-331-4937 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
German American Citizens Association 
1351 So Church St 
Olathe, KS 66062 
 
 
 

 

February 2022 
 

 

             Autumn colors in Black Forest Germany 

 

 

 

GACA Committees 

Decorating  Open  
Historian  Open 
Sergeant-At-Arms Open  
Sick & Visitation Ute Randolph 816-765-2938 
Newsletter  Larry Lauen 913-620-8059 
Communication Larry Lauen 913-620-8059 
GACA Web-site Larry Lauen 913-620-8059 

GACA LADIES AUXILIARY 
Chair  Helga Theoharis 913-894-0080 
Secretary  Rosemarie Hedrick 913-722-5308 
Treasurer   Ute Randolph 816-765-2938 

ETHNIC ENRICHMENT COMMISSION 
Commissioners 

Cindy Pearson   913-262-2291 
Rosemarie Hedrick   913-722-5308 

SISTER CITY RELATIONS 
Hannover Chair 

Traute Kohler   913-262-1183 
 


